"TEMPLARY IS THE NEW TESTAMENT OF MASONRY" 
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A FRIENDLY VOICE CF TEMPLAR INTEREST TO KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 


Official publication of The Grand Commandery of Knights Templar 
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FRANK H. WILSON ROBERT GARDINER WILSON Jr. 


Editor. Grand Commander. 
Volume 3. Number 7, May 1950 Issued tionthly 


April 28, 1950 
Sir Knights of Massachusetts and Rhode Island 


1. Grand C ommandery Ascension Sunday Parade on May 28% 


It _wontt be long nowh No Sir Knight who has ever been at the head of his C ommandery 
can fail to remember his headache, each month, on comparing advance supper reserva- 

tions with the number actually showing up for a sent. Multiply that dilemma by 51,- 
and it can easily be seen that 100 percent cooperation is an absolute necessity for a 


side of Boston Canmon, and disposition of banners ab the end of the parade, cannot be 
left for the final week. It is not a question of being autocratic or domineering» 

Any and all information requested of each Commander, from now on, must be promptly fur- 
nished -in fairness to those who desire our public appearance on May 28 to be worthy 
of Templary, and if every participant is to be assured a minimum of discomfort, delay 


A sufficient number of detailed explanatory inserts, with ticket application attached, 
were forwarded each Recorder during the first week in April to assure distribution to 
every Sir Knight in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Each Commander should shortly be 
ready to advise the Grand Recorder a first estimate of the total number of refresh= 


Each Sir Knight IN UNIFORM is entitled to one free ticket for HIMSELF. 


Fach Sir Knight in uniform is entitled te ONE additional free ticket, = good ONLY 
when presented by a lady accompanying a uniformed Sir Knight. This rule will be 
enforcedd 
ee 


Sir Knights NO? in uniform, and their guests, ard uniformed Sir Knights desiring 
extra buffet tickets, may obtain same at 99 cents each, for such time as same are 
available. 
—— 


Uniformed mon in any parading band may have one free ticket only. 


All tickets (except for Grand C ammandery officers) are to be issued only thru the in- 
dividual Ccmmanderies, who will receive same, as ordered, fram the o e of the 
Grand Recorder. 

No tickets will be available at the door on May 28, 


Commanders, PLEASE do not reeuest more tickets than yéu requires An over guarantee . 
to our caterer can run inte money} : 


"TEMPLARY IS THE NEW TESTAMENT OF MASONRY" Page 26 


I urge the full-hearted cooperation and support of every loyal Christian Knight in 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. This is T-Day for YOU. This is Templary's Day to 
stand up and be counted. Each Commander can do his part by keeping the Grand C ommand- 
ery office PROMPTLY advised in response to all inquiries as to attendance figures. 
Portland Cammandery of Portland, Maine, plans to join us with no less than 200 uni- 
formed Sir Knights, including their own Knight Templar bandt Templary is counting on 
YOU. : 


2. Red Cross and Malta Day at Melrose. 


I know that every Templar throughout New England has been thrilled by the splendid 
accomplishments at Melrose on April 1,1950. I rather think a lot of people were 
fooled on the first of Aprilf You will be interested in a few of the dry but signi- 
ficant statistics. The oomplete Order of the Red Cross was worked by Sir Knights of 
Hugh de Payens Commandery, and the Order of Malta by Sir Knights of De Molay C ommand- 
ery, with the same cast appearing both afternoon and evening. Forty-two out of our 51 
Commanderies registered for this event and were represented during the day, plus rep- 
resentatives from ten Commanderies of Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. A total of 
184 candidates received the Orders in the afternoon, and 197 in the evening; thirty- 
eight of our Commanderies furnished 369 of this total of 381, while Cammanderies in 
Laconia and Rochester, NeH., and Burlington, Vermont, brought a total of 12. Hugh de 
Payens lod with 101 candidates, De Molay presented 35, Gethsemane had 24, Boston 19, 
end Sir Galahad 15. There was an attendance of 1211 in the afternoon, and 1041 in the 
evening. A total of 1999 dinners were served, and it is estimated that from 1200 to 
1500 participated in the parade led by the Aleppo Temple Shrine Band. 


It is hoped that the outstanding success of this project will inspire similar efforts 
another year. 


3. York Rite Nights. 


No less than 24 York Rite Nights having been scheduled during the current Templer year, 
the following detes remains Springfield on May 1, Cambridge May 12, Holy Sepulchre 
at Pawtucket on May 19, Palestine of Chelsea on May 26, and St. Omer of Dorchester on 
June 6. The registration list of all prospects so far attending York Rite Nights 
should now be in the hands of the Membership Committee of each interested Commandery. 
Sign your man on the dotted line before he “cools off" this Summert Some ot.her Com~ 
mandery may interest him in the Fall. 


4. Publicity. 
Don't "hide your light under a bushel!" Your pilgrimage and participation in the 


first Grard Commandery parade in New England in fifteen years should have even local 
news value. 


5. The Last Long Milet 


These are the closing two months of the current Templar year for membership gains. We 
are really establishing a record for 1950. The last time over 1000 new petitions were 
received in a single Templar year was 1924. Join the winning team! By May 1 no less 
than 27 out of 51 Cammanderies have already surpassed, and three more have already 
tied, = their last year's total. They are Commanderies 1,5,6,7,8,9,11,12,15,17,20, 

22 526527 529530 432533 934537 38559940542 ,48,49,50,51,52,532 Most outstanding are Com=- 
manderies, irrespective of size or location,which have in a short eight months greeted 
one or more new Sir Knights for every ten of their membership one year agot. Comegratu~ 
lations to Hugh de Payens, Winthrop, De Molay, Temple, Natick, Worcester and Milfora 
for making these percentage gains that really counts. +=" i 


Dur i ng the current Templar year, down to May first,, teking new petitions only,but 
not figuring deaths, demits, or suspensions, - the following changes in the ranking of 
the first 17 Commanderies in Massachusetts in membership is sanewhat surprising: Ste 
Johns Nose s2 has moved up from third, and Worcester County Noe 5 from fourth, to tio 


for second positions Hugh de Payens Noe 20 has climbed from twelfth to seventh places 
and Pilgrim No. 9 ordi setentceeen eat o thirteenth) Meanwhile Calvary No-I3 has sliprad 
from second to fourth; Sutton No» 16 from seventh to ninth, Olivet No. 36 from ninth 
to tenth, Holy Sepulchre No. 8 from tenth to twelfth, St. Omer Noe 21 from thirteenth 
to fourteenth, Haverhill No. 14 from fourteenth to fifteenth, Coeur de Lion Noe 34 
fran fifteenth to sixteonth, and Quincy Noe 47 from sixteenth to save 6uth position 
in total membership. Boston Noe 6, De Molay Noe 7, Springficld Now i 
Noe 8 and Gethsemane No. li have held positions The current reec 
petitions promises to refloct many changes among the 51 Cemmandorics of Massachusotts 
and Rhode Island. Ever y Commandor is urged to bear down on his Membership Comittee 
during the two remaining active Templar months, It may be later than you think. 


Onwerd Christian Soldiors, 
Yours with and in the Faith, 


Robert Gardiner Wilson dre 
Grand © commander» 
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_—_——— 
A CHALLENGE TO KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 


The call to service is as great no as in 

the days of the ancient Templars. The real 
enemies of cur Christian knighthood are not 
found in the Moslem-Turks - but our enemies 
are the greed that sacrifices human life and 


human interests to the gain of golds the 


materialism that sneers at Spiritual ideal- 
ism; the dishonesty that shows in the labor- 


91 by the shirkirg of his task and in the 
shanoloss profiteer by the filling of his 


prvse at the expense of his fellows, and in 
whe selfish license that makes a sham and 


mockery of liberty. It is against such as 
these that we must aims- these enemies we 


must fight, if we are to be true to our tra- 
ditions and aims; and thrice blessed is he 
who is ready to sacrifice and,if need be,to 
die for the glory and triumph of the Cross 


and the principles it represents. We are 


pledged to take the aims of our Order ser~ 
ously. Let us not merely display our rich 


plumes but increase our devotion to those 
principles for which so many illustrious 


knights have given "the last full measure of 


TAMSNT OF MESONRY" 


. Hugh de Payens #20 Melrose, 
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(ee 
Mass. cel- 


: ebrating its 85th anniversary as a can« 


mendery and as the Knights Templar con- 
tribution honoring the City of Melrose 
on the cocasion of its 50th year as a 
City and its 100th year as a Town, joine* 
with De Molay 77 of Boston in conferr- 
ing the Illustrious Order of the Red 
Cross and the Order of Malta in Full 
Form,costumes smakoup,music,stage sett- 
ing,spot lights, in the Meaorial Blde, 
on Apr. 1st. Both Orders put on in the 
afternoon were repeated again in the 
evening for the largest class of candid. 
ates ever assembled at one conclave in 
Mass» ard ReIe, a total of 351 candid- 
ates in the two classes. 43 out of tho 
51 Commanderies were co-sponsors. Sir 


' Knights from the more distant points 
| Oame in the afternoon while those "with- 


in tho distance of 40 miles" cane for . 


» the evening.A total attendance of 2500, 


devotion" and rededicate ourselves to the che! 
jects for which our Order preeminently stands, 


thet the true liberties of our country may en+ 
our social and industrial oder be pur =! 
ified from its present evils, and the prin- | 
giples of Christian Knighthocd vindicated. 


dure, 


Send to a Sir Knight or Mason the 
"GRAND ENCAMPMENT REVIEW" 


The only Netional Knights Templar Magazinos 


Published Quarterly. Yearly subscription 


Mailed to any Sir Knight or Mason fa fifty 
A fire present 
for the Sir Knight cr Brother who ie ls 


cents per year in advance, 


or shut-in, Send check or M.0O, to John 


Temple Rice, Grand Recorder, 14 E. Jackson 
Boulevard, Suite 1733, Chicago 4, Illinois! 


* * i 


If America is to continuo to be the land of 


Opportunity, if Tenplary is to produce in 
Enights Templar that love of liberty and 


that freedom of thought and speech which it 


should produce, then it is high time that 


all right-thinking reople stand stondfastly 


against the insidious spread of Statism. 
It is later than we think} 


* he oe 


A wise Providence gives us most evor ything 
wo need, but tho use we make of it is what 


tells the storys 


i 
| 


over 1500 in uniform, marched in the par 
ade. 2000 were served Buffet Supper « 
* oe ok 


Many important truths concerning God 
and min have been passed down for gen- 
erations thru the channel of Masonry. 
It is the well considered opinion of 
many thinkers that this fact is the main 
reason why Masonry is still a going cons 
cern. If this is true,then its correl- 
ative is also true-when and if Masonry 
ceases to act as a chamnel for that 
truth,Masonry will cease to exist, 

The tremendous difference in which the 
same object may be regarded by different 
individuals is well illustrated by con-= 
sidering our redio. With the radio 
tuned up to news centers of the world 

& man may be well posted on things go- 
ing on in all parts of the earth, An- 
other man with the same radio not tunod 
up, may remain entirely ignorant of 
what is going on. Inthe same way, one 
man goes to a Masonic meeting and gets 
little or nothing out of it, Ancther 
whose inner ear is tumed up to the word 
of God which is spoken, will come fra 
that meeting with renewed vision and 
greatly strengthened by contact with 
his Maker, channel which is open at 
only one end ceases to be a conduct ce 
Tho inspiration to reach out and visue 
alice the truth and thus pass it on is 
mostly lacking where,there are few lis= 


teners,cr whore the listeners" are not 
istening » 


LePorcy Gocdspeed, Commander 
Orange C omandery #45 4 


"TEMPLARY IS THE NEW TESTAMENT OF MAY ONRY" 


The story of Knights Templar covers a per- 
iod of 832 years of thrilling adventures, 
romance and accomplishments for Christien- 
iy > 
Starting with the year 1118 and reaching 
forward to 1950 forms a most thrilling per- 
icG of Christian advancement and triumphs 
In 1118 the Order of Knights Templar was 
organized at Jerusalem by eight Knights 
unser the leadership of Hugh de Payens, & i 
Bargundian Knight, who was the first Grand } 
Mester of the Order. They took for them- ; 
4 
4 


salves the very humble and gloriqus name, 
foor-Fellow-Soldiers of Christ. In the 
year 1129, Baldwin II, King of Jerusalem, 
sanctioned the Order and assigned it quar- : 
bers ina part of the royal palace near the; 
site of the Temple of Solomon. And then | 
those Christian Soldiers became known as 
Knights of the Temple, or Knights Templare ,; 
Their chapel wes the Church of the Holy H 
Sepulchre. i 
The ancient Templars took vows to practice 
the Christian virtues, and to safely oon= 
duct Christian pilgrims on their journeys 
to and from the Holy City of Jerusalem and ' 
the Holy Sepulchre; and to wage war against: 
the infidel, and of dispensing charity and | 
defending the Christian religion, They i 
wore a white clonk adorned with an 8=point= 
ed Maltese Cross on the shoulder. Their 
swords were in the form of the Passion 
Cross. Inthe year 1291, when Jerusalem 
fell into the hands of the Saracens, they 
transferred their headquarters to the Isle 
of Cyprus, The Tomplars had become re= 
owned throughout Europe as well as in the 
Holy Lend, for their valor, heroic deeds; 
as Soldiers of the Cross and defenders of 
the Christian religion. 

In 1185 the Order of Knights Templar cose 
tablished itself in England, taking up 
headquarters in Fleet Streot, London, at a 
place Incevn as "The Temple." The Order be 
coma the possessors of great wealth thru 
the gensrous contributions of estates, 
eastles and money from Kings end Noblemen 
and countries. 

Early in the Fourteenth Century the greed | 
and hate of the rulers of France destroyed | 
the maserial wealth of the Order, but their 
cruslty and wickedness only increased its 
Spirity.l Wealth. King Philip IV of Franed 
and Pepe Clement V, together conoocted a 
vile pict, and accused the Templars of 
tronson, plotting against the kings; that 
they were enemies of God and Christ and 
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many other false accusations. These evil 
rulers desired the suppression of the Oc- 
der, and a confiscation of all the great 
material wealth of the Order. 

On October 13, 1307, the leaders of the 
Templars were seized by the King's orders, 
and after the mockery of a triel, forced 
false oonfessiors and the most horrible 
tortures, 49 of the Knights, with their 
Grand Master Jacques de Molay, were 
burned alive on March 14, 1314. The tri- 
al was the sensation of Hurope for five 
yearse Thru a Papal Bull, which was a 
disastrous blunder issued May 6, 1312, the 
Pope at the Council of Vienne, attemptec 
by fraud to abolish the Order after a 
noble existence of 194 years. At that 
time there were 50,000 Christian Soldiers. 


* In England, Spain, Portugal, Italy, France 
i and Germany, members of the Order were 


arrested at the instigation of the wicked 
Pope, but were almost universally acquit 
ted. This persecution only tended to stix 
ulate the growth of the Order in these 
countries, and Christian Knighthood spread 
over Europe like a fleme. To avoid fur- 
ther persecution,the Knights became asso- 
ciated with the Guilds of Freemasons. Tha 
direct connection of the Order with An- 
cient Freemasonry is that the rites and 
mysteries of Masonry were practiced and 
preserved by the Knights Templars; and from 
an early date, none could be admitted to 
the honors of the Order until they had 
first received the several degrees of 
Masonry thru the Royal Arch dogree. After 
many Papal Bulls were issued to suppress 
the Order, the Order under the veil and 
protection of Froemasonry spread rapidly 
thru France, Germany, Italy, Spain, with 
a stronghold in Scotland, Ireland and 


England. Ard then the Order spread to 
Colonial America. 
ok ok 


We Knights of the Temple may not bo able 
to romake the world, but we can remako our: 
solvos and esteblish His will as the cule 
of our lives, God's handwriting on tho 
events of our time calls for this decision 
without dolay. 


% oo 
The size of a man can sometimes be 
measured by the size of the thing that 


makos him mad» 


oe he 
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The Masonic future of most new member: is 
lergely determined during the first yoar 
oi membership. That is when they are pute 
uing down roots. If the soil is badly o- 
roded, stony and sterile, those roots will 
29% go deep and the plant will soon withers 
over the years thero seems to have develop- 
od a widely accepted idea that once the dos 
gvevs have been conferred, responsibility 
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iWe would not underteke here to bridge the 
jinterregnum between the modern Order of 
Knights Templar and Ancient Templarys 
{But it is worthy of note by those who are 
{Knights Templar thet the very earliest 
;of ancient Templars were known as Paupere: 
joomilitis Christi, or Poor Fellow Soldier: 
of Christ. And their greatest claim to 


distinction in history was as "Warriors 


for the newly-obligated brother has been fule| of the Cross." The history of the re- 


Yilled, Thereafter any progress he inde was 
np vo him. The avorage candidate speedily 
aiscovers that is true. 


iligioemilitary Order of the Temple is 
‘bound up with the history of the Crusades 


Is it any wonder tooWhatever may be the present-day judgment 


many conclude that the initiation fee and the'as to the wisdom of oarrying on the Cru- 


dues are 21] that was really wanted? That 
is barren, eroded soil, and if now and then 
a strong healthy plant develops in it, a 
wairacle has been wrought. 

This treatise advocates active participation 
in lodge work as soon es possible. That 
means getting on committees, taking over any 
job that can be gotten. When we admit all 
the lodge can do for a new member is to give 
him the three degrees which will enable him 


to visit other lodges, and that whatever else 


he gets he will have to dig out for himself, 
we make the monstrous confession our lodge 
soil is so badly eroded that no real spirit- 
ual growth can be expected from ite. 


Ok 


No two things differ more than hurry and 

dispatch. Hurry is the mark of a weak mind- 
dispatch of a strong one. 
plar office, like a squirrel in a cage,is 

laboring etermlly,but to no purpose, and is 
in constant motion without getting on a job; 
iike a turnstile, he is in everybody's way, 
but stops nobody; he talks o great deal, but 
says very little s looks into everything, but 
sees nothing; and has a hundred irons in the 
fire, but very few of them are hot, and with 


those few that are, he only burns his finger s 


ee 


Judging the other fellow's motives and acte 
ions is one of the easiest, most natural 
things we do. I see him through my gloss- 


88. you see him through yours-eand nine times 


owt of ten we dontt get the same pictures 
The basie reason is because we don't, or 
san't,look deep enough into his thoughts or 
iife. We take a quick glandé, mke snap 
judgments, and too often mke unfair de= 
cisions» 


4 weok man in Tem-j 


isades, there is little doubt but that the 
ispirit and purpose back of them was to 
irestore the Christian Religion to Asia- 
{Minor where it had been born. At the end 
(of their journey across Asia-Minor ,many 


_ ;of the pilgrim Crusaders reached the Holy 


\City worn out with hardships and sickness, 
or suffering from wounds received along 
ithe waye Many others had lost all their 
possessions and were penniless when they 
lreached Jerusalem, The Hospital of Sts 
John was established in Jerusalem to care 
‘for these "poor end weary pilgrims trav- 
jeling from afar, to feed the hungry, 
‘clothe the mked, ani bind up the wounds 
‘of the afflicted." The pilgrims who 
managed to reach Jerusalem were cared 
(for by the Hospital but there was no ore 
,ganization existing to serve the pilgrims 
|during the ir lorg and hazardous journey 
| to the Holy City. History records that 
‘"csortain devort Knights made themselves 
j tho Bondslaves of Christ and by solemn 
| profession and vow bound themselves to 
:@efond the pilgrims from robbers and to 
j keop guard over the public roads." Hugh 
{do Payenes is rogarded as the founder of 
ithis Order --Knights of the Templo, who 
facknowledgod no authority superior to the 
jChristian Church. Those were tho "War- 
| riors of the Cross." And, while it iso 
| for cry from the ancient Order of tho 
| Temple to tho Knights Templar of our day, 
| tho Christian world is now facod with 
| dangers, differont to bo sure, but as 
| serious as facod the Christian world in 
| that far-off day of Hugh de Payons and 
tho Military Order of tho Tample.e 

x Oe 


When a man boasts of the things he has 
aa he is a "has-been,s" 
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An obligation no more makes a man a Mason 
than does subscribing to the creed of a pop= 
ular church make ore a true follower of the 
doctrines inculcated in that church, One 
may attend church every day and be conver- 


sant with every ceremony and be no Christian 


Similarly, a man may be present whenever his 
Commandery convenes,know the work perfectly 
and be only an Asylum Templar. Like sane 


frequenters of churches, whose religion nev- plaryt 


| 


er strays beyond the confines of the relige 
ious edifice,his Templary may be and is con 
fined to lip service and ritual work. 

Such men are never Templars, and no amount 
of vows can make them soe Mon whose hearts 
do not realize, and whose minds cannot com= 
prehend the real usefulness of Templary; 
men who cannot apply the teachings of the 
Order to thoir lives and to practice of 
thoir daily existence and feel their Tomp- 
lary only within the precincts of the Asy- 
lum. Such men are a dotriment and a hind- 
rance to the cause of Tomplary. 


ae 


To have & good friend is one of the highest 
delights of life. To be a good friend is 


1 * 


one of the noblest and most difficult under- 


takingse Friendship depends not upon 
fancy, imagination or sentiment, but upon 
character. There is no man so poor that he 
is not rich if he has a friends; there is no 
man so rich thet he is not poor without a 
friend. But friendship is a word mde to 
cover kindly, unpermanent relationships. 
Real friendship is abiding. Like charity, 
it suffereth long and is kind. Like love, 


it vaunteth not itself, but pursues the even, If 


tenor of its way,unaffrighted by ill report, 
loyal in adversity, the solvent of infelic- 
ity,the shining jowel of happy days. 
Fricndship has not the iridoscent joy of 
love, though it is closer than is often 
known to the highest, truest loves Its 
heights ore ever sereno, its valleys know 
few clouds. To aspire to friendship one 
must cultivate a capacity of faithful dise 
interestoedness,a clear discernment. It 
might be well for some of us to scnetime 
exerminoe ourselves to seo just what kind of 
a friend we have beene We might not only 
be surprised but sanewhat chagrined. 

re Maton wd 
Doing nothing is the most tiresome job in 


the world because it is im ible t it 
ee err ee 
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Knight Templary is devoted to tlecause of 
Christ. It places its members squarely 
behind the Christian Church. It calls 
upon each member to stand as a witness 
before a skeptical world of the truth 
‘and power emanating from an all-wise and 
beneficent God, who thru his Son has pro: 
vided for fallen man a redemption to lift 
eternal. This is tha strength of Tan- 
It stands for that without which 
there can be no redemption. Unlike thse 
of other days, men of our time sense the 
need of help beyond themselves. This a~- 
wareness constitutes for all of us our 
opportunity and responsibility. 
* ok 


| Personality is not something assumed or 

+ put on, like your best clothes or your 

| company smile, when you are going into 
;companye It is an expression of what 
you are and o hint of what you wish to 
bes You are engaged in a continual pro- 
cess of self-cresation.e All of your de- 
sires, oll of your interests,all of your 
responses to life, all of the reactions 
you permit yourself to accept, are help- 
ing to decide whether you shall be spire- 
less and spiritless and beaten, or whoth- 
er you shall have the will to live glor- 
iously in the face of life's everlasting 
challenge, 


THE JOY OF BEING AN EDITOR 


Getting out "The Templar is no picnic. 
If we print jokes, Sir Knights say we 

| are silly, 

we don't, they say we are too serious. 
we stick close to the office all day, 
ought to be around hunting material. 
we go out and try to hustle, 

ought to be on the job in the offices 
we don't print contributions, 

We don't appreciate genius. 

And if we do print them, the paper is 

} filled with junkt 

If we edit the other fellow's write-up, 
We're too critical. 

And if we don't, we're asleepe 

| If we ¢lip things from other papers, 

We are too lasy to write thom ourselvese 
If we don't, we're stuck on our own stuff 
Now, like os not, saneone will say 

We swiped this fran same other paper} 
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COMMAND 
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Coeur de Lion F- 7 = 7 Natick 12.0 5.4% 
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Massachusetts 7Fo2 606 
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Beas AE 6 2 18 HIGHEST SINCE 1925s When 
aN ech 3 & 1 a next months figures are in it 
Tes -Wobb I OWES P will be the HIGHEST FOR 26 
ip S ( our prediction in th 
Sir Galahad 9 19 Rt 19 Res ore e 
POTAL 701 813 93 906 Courteously yours, 


Brank H. Wilson, P.G.C, 
Chairman : 


